U.S. Serial Number 10/522,095 
Attorney Docket: 3165-117 
Page 2 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound 
of the formula I 




wherein: 

X is oxygen or NR 9 , 

R 1 is a heterocyclic radical of the formulae ll-A to [[ll-H]] ll-D , 




• (II-G)- 
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R 2 is hydrogen or halogen, 
R 3 is halogen or cyano, 

R 4 , R 5 independently of one another are hydrogen, d-C 4 -alkyl 

or Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, or R 4 and R 5 together are a group =CH 2 , 
R 6 is hydrogen, C r C 4 -alkyl or Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, 
R 7 , R 8 independently of one another are hydrogen, Ci-C 6 -alkyl, 

C 3 -C 6 -alkenyl, C 3 -C 6 -alkynyl, C r C 4 -haloalkyl, 

Ci-C 4 -alkoxy-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, C 1 -C 4 -alkylthio-C 1 -C 4 -alkyl, 

Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfinyl-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfonyl-Ci-c4-alkyl, 

cya no-C 1 -C 4 -a I ky I , C 1 -C 4 -a I koxycarbonyl-C 1 -C 4 -a I ky I , 

amino-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkylamino-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

di(Ci-C 4 -alkyl) amino-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

aminocarbonyl-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

(Ci-C 4 -alkylamino)carbonyl-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

di(CrC 4 -alkyl)aminocarbonyl-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

phenyl or Ci-C 4 -alkylphenyl or 

R ? -and-R a tog e ther with th e nitrog e n atom to which th o y ar o 

attach e d form a saturat e d or unsaturat e d 3 - , 4 - , 5 , 6 

or 7 memb e r e d nitrog e n h e terocyc le which may optionally 

contain one or two furth e r h o t o roatoms se le cted from the 
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group consisting of nitrogen, sulfur a nd oxyg e n as ring 



m e mb o rs, which may conta i n 1 or 2 carbony l and/or 



thiocarbony l group; 



ring m e mb e rs and/or which may b o 



mbstitut e d by 



) , two or thre e subst i tu e nts s e l e ct e d 




R 9 is hydrogen, hydroxyl, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, d-C 4 -alkoxy, phenyl, 

phenyl-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, C 3 -C 6 -alkenyl or C 3 -C6-alkynyl, 
R'° is hydrogen, CrC 4 -alkyl or amino, 
R 11 is Ci-C 4 -alkyl or C r C 4 -haloalkyl, 
R 12 is hydrogen or d-C 4 -alkyl, 

R 13 , R 13 ' independently of one another are hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

R 14 is halogen, 

R 15 is hydrogen or Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 

R 16 is C r C 4 -haloalkyl, d-C 4 -alkylthio, 

Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfonyl or CrC 4 -alkylsulfonyloxy, 
R 17 is hydrogen or d-C 4 -alkyl, 
R 18 is hydrogen, C1-C4-alkyl or amino, 
R 19 is CrC 4 -haloalkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkylthio or Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfonyl, 
R 20 is hydrogen or C-i-C 4 -alkyl, 
R 21 is hydrogen, halogen or C-i-C 4 -alkyl, 

R 2 2 \c- C_ , C, n \k \/\ C , C , h n\nn\k \/\ P , f! , hnlm l k nv w C , C. olUwH-hi^. nr 
io v-» 4 ^7 4 «ir\yi, 04.^74 i iwiuiair\yi, u4 04 1 idiuciii\UAy, w4^ =7 '4 ciii\yiii MU ui 
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R -and-R tog e th e r with tho atoms to which th e y ar e attach o d form a 5 , 6 or 

7 m e mb e red saturat e d or unsaturated ring which may contain a het e roatom 

select e d from th e group consisting of oxyg e n and nitrog e n as a ring forming 

atom and/or which may b e substituted by on e , two or thr ee radicals s e l e ct e d 

i- C4 a l ky l or C4 C 4 haloalky l 
C4 a l kyl or C4 C4 hal o a lk y l 



R -and-R 25 tog e th e r with th e atom s to which they are attached form a 5 , 6 or 

7 membored saturat e d or unsaturated ring which optiona ll y contains an oxyg o n 

atom as ring forming atom and/or which may b e substitut e d by ono, two or thr oo 

radicals s e l e ct e d from th o group consisting of C 4-C4 alkyl and halog o n, 

R 2 6 is hy droge n, C 4 C4 alky l or C4 C4 haloa l ky l 
R 2 7 is hy dr ogen, C4 C4 a lk yl or C4 C4 haloa l ky l 



R^-and-R 27 tog e th e r with th e atoms to which th e y ar e attached form a 5 , 6 or 

7 memb e red saturat e d or unsaturated ring wh i ch optionally contains an oxyg e n 

atom as ring forming atom and/or which may b e substituted by on e , two or thr o o 

radicals s e l e cted from th e group consisting of C1 CA alkyl and halogen, 

aVaVaVa 4 are e ach ind e p e nd e ntly of ono another oxyg e n or sulfur, 
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or an agriculturally useful salt thereof. 

2. (Currently Amended) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where 
R 2 is [[10]] fluorine, chlorine or hydrogen. 

3. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 3 is 
chlorine or cyano. 

4. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where X is 
oxygen. 

5. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 6 is 
hydrogen. 

6. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 1 is a 
heterocyclic radical of the formula ll-A in which R 10 is d-C 4 -alkyl or amino, R 11 is 
C-i-C 4 -haloalkyl and R 12 is hydrogen. 

7. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 1 is 
a heterocyclic radical of the formula ll-B in which R 13 and R 13 ' are each independently 
of one another Ci-C 4 -alkyl. 
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8. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 1 is 
a heterocyclic radical of the formula ll-C in which R 14 is fluorine or chlorine, R 15 is 
hydrogen and R 16 is d-C 4 -haloalkyl, C r C 4 -alkylsulfonyl or Ci-C 4 -alkylsulfonyloxy. 

9. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R1 is 
a heterocyclic radical of the formula ll-D in which R 18 is hydrogen, methyl or amino, R 19 
is CrC 4 -haloalkyl or C 1 -C 4 -alkylsulfonyl and R 20 is hydrogen. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where 
R 2 is hydrogen, chlorine or fluorine, 

R 3 is chlorine or cyano, 
R 6 is hydrogen and 
X is oxygen. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A benzoic acid compound as claimed in claim 1 where R 4 
or R 5 is hydrogen and the other radical R 4 or R 5 is d-C 4 -alkyl or R 4 , R 5 are each 
methyl. 

16. (Previously Presented) A composition comprising a herbicidally effective amount of 
at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the formula I or an 
agriculturally useful salt thereof as claimed in claim 1 and at least one inert liquid and/or 
solid carrier and, if desired, at least one surfactant. 

17. (Previously Presented) A composition for the desiccation/defoliation of plants, 
comprising an effective amount of at least one 3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic 
acid compound of the formula I or an agriculturally useful salt thereof as claimed in 
claim 1 which acts as a desiccant/defoliant and at least one inert liquid and/or solid 
carrier and, if desired, at least one surfactant. 

18. (Previously Presented) A method for controlling unwanted vegetation, which 
comprises allowing a herbicidally effective amount of at least one 
3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the formula I or an agriculturally 
useful salt thereof as claimed in claim 1 to act on plants, their habitat and/or on seed. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) A method for the desiccation/defoliation of plants, which 
comprises allowing an amount which is effective as a desiccant/defoliant of at least one 
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3-heterocyclyl-substituted benzoic acid compound of the formula I or an agriculturally 
useful salt thereof as claimed in claim 1 to act on plants. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Previously Presented) A method for controlling unwanted vegetation or for 
the desiccation/defoliation of plants, comprising applying to plants, the habitat of the 
plants or seeds of the plants an agriculturally effective amount of a compound or salt of 
claim 1. 



